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By Brian Delohery
@Bdelohery
When 23-year-old SJSU alumna
Cindy Moreno was announced as
the winner of the Bay Nature Institute’s Local Hero Award for Youth
Engagement, she was shocked.
“It was a little overwhelming at
first,” Moreno said. “I didn’t really
think that I was as deserving (of the
award) as some other people because
I’m not originally from the Bay
Area.”
The daughter of two Spanish
speaking parents, Moreno grew up

in a small Latino agricultural community in Bakersfield.
Mark Batchelor, director of education at Full Circle Farm in Sunnyvale, said Latinos in environmental
education are very rare and being bilingual helps Moreno relate to many
of the students.
“She is a gem in that area,” Batchelor said. “There is an instant respect because a lot of the kids we
work with are Mexican-American.
The kids definitely connect with
her.”
Batchelor said Moreno helps design the curriculum for the classes

at the farm and manages 32 garden
beds that the students cultivate.
According to David Loeb, executive director of Bay Nature Institute
and publisher of Bay Nature Magazine, the award is one of three given
to people who are doing wonderful
things for the natural world in the
Bay Area.
“We instituted the Youth Engagement Award because we wanted
to honor someone who has done
extraordinary work in the field of
conservation and environmental
education,” Loeb said. “She has done
amazing things in her 23 years.”

Moreno graduated from SJSU in
2012 and received a bachelor’s degree in environmental studies with
a concentration in restoration and
resource management.
She said she spent most of her
time at SJSU as an undeclared major
until she took an introduction to environmental studies class.
“I found that it was really intriguing and I fell in love with it,” Moreno
said. “I felt that this was something
that I could learn about and really
make a difference in the world.”

SEE MORENO ON PAGE 6

CAMPUS

Minimum
wage rise
affects
campus
By Amanda Hochmuth
@amandahochmuth
By now, most people in San Jose
— or at least most minimum wage
workers — are aware of the city’s
minimum wage increase from $8 to
$10 that went into effect yesterday.
What many people might not
realize is that the recently passed
Measure D to “raise the wage” began
as an idea formed by sociology students in a San Jose State classroom
in Spring 2011.
Yesterday a group of students,
reporters and supporters gathered
in front of Philz Coffee on Paseo de
San Antonio to announce the wage
increase.
Philz owner Nick Taptelis said
the increase would be good for
downtown businesses because of
harder working employees.
“We’ve noticed happier team
members,” he said.

Sophomore Jair Campos cooks food for Panda Express in the Student Union on Monday. Zach Toberman / Spartan Daily

According to Taptelis, happier
workers leads to better customer
service and a higher level of productivity.
“We’re all passionate about
economic justice,” said Leila
McCabe, a recent SJSU soci-

ology graduate and part of
the group that sparked the
initiative.
She and a small group of others in a social action class taught
by Scott Myers-Lipton, professor
of sociology, determined that stu-

dents couldn’t make ends meet on
a minimum wage salary.
“As students, you’re literally
working two jobs,” McCabe said.
“Most students are working and
going to school ... If you work
for a living you should be able

to afford the basic necessities to
live.”
McCabe and other sociology students, backed by the Campus Alliance for Economic Jus-

SEE WORK ON PAGE 6
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EDUCATION

High-unit students advised
against courses not in major

Student research projects
chosen to move on to
statewide competition

By Christiana Cobb
@christianacobb
Rigid enrollment and budget concerns
have forced academic advising to begin a
new practice this semester to warn high-unit
students against taking courses that do not
move them toward a degree.
Cindy Kato, director of academic advising and retention services, said this practice started in December, and her office
reviewed high-unit students — students
with more than 120 units — who seemed to
be in courses that were not related to their
major.
Kato said academic advising has been
encouraging students to take only required
courses.
“Don’t take classes you don’t need,” Kato
said.
She said this semester, students have not
been dropped involuntarily.
“This is the first time (advising has) ever
done this, but it will be done going forward,”
Kato said.
Moon Wang, a junior animation/illustration major, said although she is compassionate toward those who need specific
courses for their major, she does not see the
harm in taking a class that doesn’t qualify for her major, if there are seats in the
class.
“Ideally (the policy) sounds great but in
execution it’s probably going to be really
confusing (and) it’s probably going to cause a
lot more chaos,” she said.
Cassandra Straubing, a lecturer who
teaches glass sculpting in the art department, said she had a number of students

in her course who dropped because of this
policy.
However, for students she spoke to about
dropping the course, the process was not voluntary.
“Of the couple of students I had long conversations with about this, one of them said
that he could drop (the course) or they were
just going to automatically drop him,” she
said. “They sort of forced him to drop it.”
She said this policy hurt her enrollment
this semester and caused her courses to decrease from full enrollment of 20 students to
below full capacity of 17 and 15 students in
each class.
Kato said the process involved her reaching out to 450 students of the 8,000 records
she looked through.
She asked those students to email her and
talk about the courses that seemed unnecessary.
“I sent out messages to those (high unit
students) on MySJSU and said ‘it seems that
you may have some unrequired classes,’” she
said. “Our enrollment is extremely tight this
semester.”
Kato said these warnings are the beginning of a new policy.
Undeclared freshman David Thact said
he thinks it is important for advising to inform high-unit students to stay on track with
courses that move them toward their degree
so the student doesn’t have to stay longer
than needed.
Kato said many of the students have been
cleared because they were working towards a
minor and some have been cleared for half-

SEE POLICY ON PAGE 3

By Tommy McCormick
@mccormickdaily
San Jose State held its annual student research competition where undergraduate and graduate students
individually presented their research
projects to a panel of judges for a spot
at the CSU-wide competition, which
will be held at Cal Poly Pomona on
May 10 and 11, according to Cheryl
Cowan, administrative support coordinator for graduate studies and
research.
On Mar. 6 and 7, 12 participants
presented research to the judges from
various colleges ranging from Engineering, to health and nutrition, to
Humanities.
On day one of the competition, four
students presented research from the
College of Humanities and the Arts,
and the college of Social Sciences.
On the second day, eight students
presented research from the College of
Science, and the College of Applied Science and Arts, varying from engineering research to agricultural and clinical
studies.
The panel of judges was made up of
volunteers from the graduate studies
and research committee, and chose up
to 10 presenters to move to the statewide competition, according to David
Bruck, associate dean for graduate
studies and research.

“We want them to represent San
Jose State well in the statewide competition,” Bruck said. “So we don’t just
choose any ten just to have that number, we want them to be high quality.”
He said for students to be eligible,
they must be involved in some kind of
research project, which must go outside the classroom.
“There needs to be some analysis,
some synthesis, in order to make it
what we would consider to be a high
enough level research to be in this competition,” Bruck said.
Cowan said the competition goes on
around the same time every year, and
has been going on for 34 years at SJSU.
She said the student research competition is sponsored by the graduate
studies and research (GS&R) committee and the research foundation.
Cowan said certain professors are
responsible for being the judge for a
certain college, and they all collaboratively decide on the finalists to move
on to the statewide competition.
Rudiger Schwartz, a senior mechanical engineering major, presented a
study on pseudogap precursors.
He talked about the improvement
of semi-conductors and how they
would eventually reach the capacity of
hovering cars, and improve computer
speeds.

SEE CSU ON PAGE 6
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VENUE

SJSU Event Center honored with nationwide ranking
By Tommy McCormick
@mccormickdaily
San Jose State’s Event Center is ranked the
No. 3 grossing university venue in the nation
for 2012, according to a February ranking by
Venues Today.
Each venue is ranked categorically by capacity, and the Event Center is in the 5,001
to 10,000 capacity, placing behind Agganis Arena at Boston University, and the
Liacouras Center at Temple University.
“I keep (SJSU Event Center) high on our
radar for doing shows in the Bay Area,” said
Jodi Goodman, head of the Live Nation office in San Francisco. “The venue makes a
lot of sense for so many different types of
shows. We are lucky to have it as an option
for artists.”
Ted Cady, the Event Center director, said
the venues ranking higher than the Event
Center are both larger and newer.
He said the Event Center has ranked high
before, but this was the first time he has
seen a ranking specifically for universities
and colleges.
“We were up and running in 1989, so
we’re an older venue,” Cady said. “But we
have had some renovations under Scott Bokker, our associate director.”
The Event Center has made visual upgrades such as repainting, floor renovations,
exterior lighting and signage installations,
which make the building more contemporary, according to Event Center associate
director Scott Bokker.
“This adds to the game day/event experience for our students,” Bokker stated
in an email. “We have also done some creative things with lighting and graphics on
game days and event days, both interior and
exterior, that bring a little more flare to
each event.”
Aisah Gemora, assistant event director
for the Event Center, said the Venues Today
publication comes out monthly, ranking
individual venues and individual touring
artists.
“We’ve ranked multiple times as the seasons go on,” she said. “But this is the first
time that we’ve seen something that was for
the year and specifically for universities.”

The SJSU Event Center, which is a multi-purpose arena built in 1989, can seat a capacity of 5,000. Kevin Johnson / Spartan Daily

Gemora said they will have a California issue coming out soon, and the Event Center has a
ranking in that also.
Cady said the Event Center has done well
historically, and there have been only three
years where they failed to meet their projected
revenue.
“We work the phones pretty aggressively
with the promoters in the area,” he said. “We
have good, long-standing relationships with
Another Planet Entertainment, Live Nation
and AEG.”
He said the Event Center has been more active in promoting shows to students, convincing
promoters of the advantages of holding pre-sales
for students and offering various discounts.
Thanks to Gemora, the Event Center is doing
more with social media to reach the students,
Cady said.
“And we need that interaction because the
campus won’t allow us to make a campus-wide

REVIEW

Science and cocktails
blend well After Hours
By Lauren Hailey
@LaurenOLovely
The Tech Museum of Innovation has a special event
for science lovers looking for
a party.
After Hours is a monthly
event where adults 21 and
older can enjoy science and
technology, all while having a
few drinks with their friends.
“The whole museum is
open, except for special exhibits,” said program coordinator Rick McDaniel.
After hours is held the
first Thursday of every
month, he said.
Every month there is a
different theme, and guests
can come and participate in
all the activities while partaking in food and drinks
with friends.
“We do programs related
to the theme every time,” McDaniel said.
Thursday night’s theme
was Science of Suds, where
museum guests learned all
about beer and created a
“foam explosion,” mixing
foam, detergent, and hydrogen peroxide to make a big
foamy plume.
Guests also enjoyed playing a Trivial Pursuit-like
game called “Test Your Beer
Knowledge,” where they are
quizzed on their knowledge
of all things brewski-related.
“It’s mostly for fun, but
we also tie in some science to
all our themes,” said McDaniel.
Local rock band Daze
on the Green also provided
music for the museum
patrons to dance to.

Many guests enjoyed the
band, who covered hits from
bands such as Journey and
ACDC.
The band had the crowd
literally jumping up and
down.
In addition to all the galleries and drinks, there were
also games set up for guests
to play.

Thursday
night’s
theme was
Science of
Suds, where
museum
guests
learned all
about beer
and created
a ‘foam
explosion’ ...
“We have giant games
and regular board games
and a giant Jenga that everyone loves,” McDaniel said.
I’m a Connect Four expert and have been since the
second grade. I played those
huge Connect Four boards
and it was a dream come
true for me.
Eddie McKee, an employee for the Tech museum,
said the After Hours events
are some of his favorite
ones to work.

“You get to get out and
spend a little time away
from the kids,” he said.
McKee, who was working
the earthquake exhibit at
After Hours, said he thinks
the nightlife at the Tech
museum is just as fun as the
daytime, but is enjoyable
because he gets to interact
with an older crowd.
“I’m usually used to a
lot of little kids running
around all over this place,
so it’s nice to have a break
sometimes,” he said.
McDaniel said the event
has been seeing a lot of
buzz recently.
“We probably average
about 450 (people each
event), and we’d like that to
go up,” he said.
There were a decent
amount of people there.
Had there been more
people, it probably would
have been more exciting.
It was mostly just loungestyle, kickback fun.
Since the event started
about two years ago, people
of all ages have come to
enjoy it, according to
McDaniel.
“We get a lot of college
students, but I’ve seen people from 21 to 91,” he said.
McDaniel said the next
After Hours event, which
will be held April 4 at
7 p.m., will have Earth Night
as its theme.
“Think of everything
you’d do on Earth Day, and
put it at night with drinks
and dancing,” he said. “It
should be a lot of fun.”
Lauren Hailey is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

email blast,” he said. “With Facebook etc., we
can reach students without doing anything
that’s out-of-sync with university desire
and code.”
Gemora said the Event Center is on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, and mostly uses
Facebook to reach students.
She said they announce shows, give away
tickets, run different promotions and also feature photos on a quick turnaround allowing
students to tag themselves and friends.
“We try to take every individual comment
into account,” she said. “Because we know that
one person probably speaks for a larger group
of people who are not coming to the Event Center who could be if we brought them the music
they wanted.”
Gemora said the music that students are interested in is aligning with what the promoters
want to bring to the Event Center.
Cady said the Event Center originally booked

a lot of alternative rock, but the student’s recent
(preferences have) been hip hop and electronic
dance music.
“We have really been surprised at the response to Bassnectar and Tiesto,” he said. “I
think our campus, in terms of sales from Tiesto,
we’re more than holding our own with universities with much bigger venues.”
The Tiesto tour is a college tour playing at
campuses such as Penn State University and
Ohio State University, which Cady said have
much larger venues than the Event Center.
“I think our student sales are more than representative,” he said. “When we went initially
on sale, everyone was blown away by the response from students at SJSU.”
Cady said the Event Center wants to book
shows the students will want to attend.
“We might have a busy fall,” he said.
Tommy McCormick is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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Policy: Some students’
financial aid on hold
Aid is for degree-seeking
students, according to
academic advising services
FROM PAGE 1
time — a student taking at least
six units — and allowed to stay on
financial aid as a half-time student.
She said for some students,
they only needed, or could only
get into six units worth of courses to work toward their degree,
but they would register for 12
units to fill space and get more
financial aid.
Kato said in the long run, registering for more courses than
needed is unnecessary and is an
irresponsible use of financial aid.
She said one issue she encountered were students with
financial aid taking unnecessary
courses because financial aid
is for degree-seeking students
only.
Carolyn Guel, assistant director of the counseling and advising unit of the financial aid and
scholarship office, stated in an
email a student must be enrolled
at least half-time to receive any
financial aid.
Guel stated that students
must be in good standing with
the university to receive financial aid and can’t be on academic
probation.
She stated any student who
does not meet the requirements
has a hold on their future aid but
they can petition and explain any

circumstances surrounding their
inability to meet the requirements.
Kato said because financial
aid is for the degree and not for
the extra classes, it’s not necessary for students to take on more
debt than need be or use aid that
isn’t required.
She said a hold was placed on
about 200 students and all but
two students were cleared, some
of which went down to half-time
because they only needed six
units to continue working towards their degrees.
Guel stated that “a hold was
placed on their financial aid at
the request of academic advising, so that they could determine
the classes that the students were
in and then (the) aid adjusted, if
necessary, based on what academic advising decided that the
student should be enrolled in for
graduation.”
Kato said advising is doing
this not to rush students but to
make sure they are taking the
classes necessary to progress.
“Our ultimate goal in this office is to be sure that the people
in the classes are the people
who need them to get their
degrees,” Kato said. “When
people take classes they don’t
need, it takes seats from other
people.”

Information compiled from the CSU website by Christiana Cobb / Spartan Daily

Leah Crier, a junior nutrition
and health science major, said she
doesn’t understand why students
take courses that do not relate to
their majors.
“As a health science major or a
pre-nursing major, I never understood why it’s important to take
art or something like that,” Crier
said. “It can be helpful, but to be
honest, it’s probably a waste of
time.”
She said she knows some students may take a course that
does not relate to their major to
boost their GPA, but finding seats
in classes is getting harder and
harder.
“For people who take health
science classes, it’s hard enough
to get classes as it is, (but there
are some who) are taking a class
to get easy A’s but there is somebody who needs that class (and)
can’t get into it because somebody is just there taking up a
seat,” Crier said.

Straubing said one-third of her
students are not art majors and
they take her course as an interesting change from their classes.
She said the students enjoy
blowing the glass and working
with the molten material.
“It’s an interesting material
to work with because often times
you get in such a zone, it’s almost
like it’s a meditation in a way,”
Straubing said. “Everything else
just goes away when you’re working in the material.”

Laura Yelavich, a senior studio
art major, said she understands the
university’s new policy, but she has
found satisfaction in taking physical education courses outside of the
required two as a chance to just get
out of the classroom.
“I think it’s important for
students to expand and take
classes outside of their major to
get different ideas of what’s out
there,” she said.
Christiana Cobb is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

Follow us on Twitter!
@SpartanDaily

ENVIRONMENT

Red tide kills 174 manatees Jump Start
By Curtis Morgan
McClatchy Tribune
MIAMI — Red tide has killed 174 manatees
along the Southwest Florida coast.
With no sign of when the deadly algae
bloom might abate, the preliminary death toll
for the endangered animals is likely to continue rising, state and federal wildlife managers
said Monday. The number of deaths already
has topped the 151 killed by red tide in 1996.
“It’s really hard to make any kind of prediction on it,’’ said Kevin Baxter, a spokesman for
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission. “Each outbreak is a little different.’’
This red tide covers roughly 70 miles from
Sarasota south to Pine Island Sound, where
most of the deaths have been recorded in warm
waters where the sea cows congregate during the winter. Sampling has found the algae,
which also has triggered sporadic fish kills, as
far south as Collier County at times.
Baxter said most commission scientists
believe the manatees are dying after eating sea

grass, a staple of their diet, that the algae had
settled on. Once afflicted, they lose coordination and the ability to swim upright or lift their
heads out of the water to breathe.
If reached early, stricken manatees can be
saved, Baxter said. A dozen have been rescued
so far, transported to area zoos where workers
hold their heads above water until the effects
fade.
The manatee has more than doubled its
population over the last few decades, with estimates of more than 4,000 now in state waters.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, petitioned
by boating and development interests, has begun working on a proposed rule to reclassify
the manatee from endangered to threatened,
which could slow or halt the expansion of slow
speed and idle zones in state waters. Despite
the larger population, environmentalists argue
that the manatee remains highly vulnerable to
boat strikes, cold weather and red tides.
Development also has destroyed much of
its natural habitat and the phase-out of coastal
power plants could reduce warm-water havens
that protect them during cold snaps.
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Gymnast Bekah Gher sticks her landing at SJSU
By Rochelle Beckel
@rochellebeckel
Bekah Gher, a junior behavioral
science major, placed in the top 10
highest scores in SJSU women’s gymnastics history for the all-around
event on March 1.
The all-around event includes all
four rotational gymnastics events —
bars, beam, vault and floor.
“(It’s) a huge accomplishment,”
said Wayne Wright, head gymnastics coach for the SJSU women’s gymnastics team. “That’s a testament to
her dedication and hard work.”
Gher said she began gymnastics
at 3 years old when her mom decided
to enroll her in gymnastics classes as
a way for her to release her energy.
“I started competing when I was 5,
and I’ve been competing ever since,”
Gher said. “I participated in the Tops
program when I was 8 through 12
years old. It’s like a fast track program
where you do flexibility, conditioning and compulsory skills ... It was a
really neat experience.”
Gher competed in the Junior Olympic Nationals in 2009 and 2010.
“Making Junior Nationals was really exciting, I did really well at that
meet, so that was definitely a standout performance for me,” Gher said.
“And then regionals my freshman
year (of college) when I qualified
(for) Nationals. I didn’t know I qualified until they called my name, and I
cried. I was so excited. It was the moment of a lifetime.”
Beginning in the fall of 2010,
Gher attended Boise State University
for two years where she competed on
its gymnastics team against several
schools, including SJSU, before deciding to transfer to SJSU this spring.

“I knew coach Wayne (Wright)
and I knew how great of a coach he
was, so I transferred here for that
reason,” Gher said. “I wanted to go to
school here so I could potentially get
into the occupational therapy master’s program.”
Gher said her dream is to become
an occupational therapist and to use
those skills to teach gymnastics to
kids with disabilities, allowing them
to experience the joy that gymnastics has brought to her life.

It’s been great,
she’s fit right in
since day one.
Cassandra Harrison
Junior
“I really want to own a club one
day and teach gymnastics,” Gher
said. “I want to assist special needs
children in my club and have a special area where these girls can work
out and find fun in this sport like
I did and find passion and joy and
love in it like I did.”
Gher said she loves how competitive gymnastics is and the adrenaline rush it gives her, as well as the
opportunities it has given her, such
as traveling the country.
“I’ve traveled all around the United States with (gymnastics), and the
experiences I’ve gotten to experience
are really amazing,” Gher said. “I just
love flipping around in the gym and I
make so many great friends through
it as well.”
Gher said her experience on SJSU’s
gymnastics team has gone far beyond

her expectations between her success
on the team and the sisterly bonds she
has formed with her teammates.
“It’s absolutely amazing, I couldn’t
ask to be on a better team,” Gher said.
“The girls are amazing, they are so supportive and they all have each others’
backs and are right there for each other. It’s just such an amazing experience
to be on a team with my best friends.”
Cassandra Harrison, a junior kinesiology major and one of the SJSU
gymnastics team captains, said having Gher on the team has been a success from the start and that she never
had any issues getting along with any
of the team members since she joined
last January.
“It’s been great, she’s fit right in
since day one,” Harrison said. “It just
gelled right away and she’s been a really great contributor to the team.
She’s been doing so well since she’s
been here and we’ve all just really
clicked as a team. It’s been really nice
to have her on the team.”
Harrison said Gher has made great
progress, beginning on just the beam
and bar events and quickly working
her way up to competing all-around,
something she had never experienced
before in collegiate gymnastics.
“It’s been really great, me and her
have become really close and she’s
just a really great addition to the
team,” said Julia Greer, a junior child
development major and one of the
team captains. “She just motivates
everyone. She’s gotten so much better since she’s been here and it’s a
real inspiration. She’s added four
routines since she’s been here and
that’s a huge deal, I don’t know what
we’d be doing without her.”
Rochelle Beckel is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

Follow us on Twitter!
@SpartanDaily
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Employment

$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and help create
families. Convenient Palo Alto location.
Apply online: www.SPERMBANK.com

Need a roomate?
Want to sell your books?
Looking for furniture?
Selling school supplies?
Need volunteers?
Job opportunity?
Room for rent?

Bekah Gher vaults during Friday’s meet. Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

Today’s Crossword Puzzle

Restaurant Services
Food Service/Espresso Bar/ Host
PT positions with Flexible Schedules
$12.25 to start/ Call Wendy @ (408) 733-9331
Email wendy@country-gourmet.com

Services
WRITING/EDITING HELP from Harvard
grad & Ph.D., former college teacher, 25+
years’ experience. Most subject areas. Caring
& confidential. Email: Dan@WritingTips.com
ACROSS

Self Storage - Got Extra Stuff?
Downtown Self Storage has been serving
SJSU students for over 25 years. Have your
own walk-in closet with a personal 50sf
storage unit. Conveniently located off Hwy
280 at the 10th/11th St exit (on your way to/
from school). Call (408) 995-0700 for details.
Mention this ad, and we’ll throw in a heavyduty lock! www.selfstoragesanjose.com

How To
Place your ads ONLINE at
www.Spartandaily.com/advertising
You can also place
classifieds through the
Spartan Daily Ad office.
Call us at 408.924.3270 or
visit us in DBH 209.
Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist
of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper.
Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information. Classified readers
should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require
complete information before sending money for goods or services. In addition,
readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or
coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

1 Fodder
housing
5 Acct. ledger
entries
9 Delicate
pancake
14 Cut the fat
15 All dried out
16 Expands
VUL»ZZ[HɈ
17 “The
Godfather”
composer
Nino
18 “... with a
banjo on
my ___”
19 White heron
20 Start of
a sage
thought
23 Part of
F.D.R.
24 Performed
badly
28 Preposition
in poetry
29 Lacking
brightness
or color
32 AFC Central player
33 High-end
hotel
VɈLYPUNZ
35 He played
Ponch
36 Second
part of
a sage
thought
40 Piano
chanteuse
Amos
41 Dumbbells
42 Having star
quality?

45 Average
golf scores
46 Oft-mispunctuated
possessive
49 Furthermore
51 Unpopped
popcorn
53 Third part
of a sage
thought
56 Magazine
installment
59 The embryo
of an
invention
60 Source of
an artist’s
inspiration
61 Kind of
common
stock
62 Baltimore’s
McHenry,
for one
63 Winning
cards
64 No longer
novel
65 Arctic
Ocean
ÅVH[LY
66 Cozy spot

DOWN
1 Take giant
steps
2 One with
pressing
issues?
3 “Stuart ___”
4 Biggest city
in Nebraska
5 Invite
punishment
6 Choice of
courses
7 Allowance

after tare
8 No-___
(gnat)
9 Romano or
Swiss
10 Physical
property of
PUÅL_PIPSP[`
11 Commit a
faux pas
12 The Carolinas’ ___
Dee River
13 Wintertime
in D.C.
21 Endow, as
with a quality
22 BBQ serving
25 Fairy-tale
baddie
26 Depilatory
brand
27 Fraternal
fellow
30 Basic unit
for the
elements
31 Jazz genre
33 Concerned
with sacred
matters
34 Lyric sung
by Doris
Day
36 Women
hate it
when they
run
37 Dinner
crumbs
38 Associate
on the job
39 Enlarged
area on a
map
40 Can opener

43
44
46
47

Stick
Pasture
Bring about
Acts the
coquette
48 Most like a
fox
 ;HRLH^OPɈ
of
52 Circus
Maximus
attendee
54 Pedestal
percher
 7YLÄ_MVY
“sol” or
“space”
56 Elected
ones
57 AA candidate
58 Whirlpool
site
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You can stop bullying
with help and courage
Many people remember
My friends would see me
sitting in a middle school
suffering and tell me I needclassroom with their eyes
ed to do something, but I
glued to the clock, just waitwas too scared. I thought
ing for the bell to ring bethat I would get beaten up if
fore bolting out of class to
I told on my bullies ... until
see their friends in between
one day, I got mad.
passing periods.
After so many days of
Not me. The middle
verbal abuse, you just get
school hallways were like a
sick and tired of hearing
Follow Stephanie
war zone that would later
horrible words directed
Wong on Twitter
turn me into a strong suptoward you over and
@StephanieJWong
porter for anti-bullying.
over again.
I’d walk out of class
This time, I found my
with my overstuffed backpack slung voice. This time, I actually spoke up.
over my small, five-foot frame, with
I have no idea what I said, but I was
only one goal in mind: get to my next scared to death. My voice was shaky and
class as quickly as possible without be- my eyes teared up.
ing noticed — power-walking my way
But did telling the bullies how I felt
around large crowds of students in a get me anywhere? No. I tried defending
race against myself.
myself but it didn’t work.
Sometimes a burst of excitement
At that point, I felt like I was stuck
would rush through my body as I in a grave with no way of getting out. I
rounded a corner, thinking I was al- didn’t want to be buried alive. How could
most home free.
I sit and watch my life pass me by?
But then I’d suddenly stop in my
Something had to change, but I just
tracks, unable to move or speak as my didn’t know how to do it.
heart sank.
I know there are others out there who
Before me I’d see two familiar male are bullied. I know a lot of them are too
figures, one tall and lanky, the other scared, like I was, to say a word.
short and stout.
This is the time when good friends
Their words and actions hit me like a are important. I had a friend who saw
volley of bullets, one after another.
what I struggled with and did what I was
One would hunch over to appear too scared to do: tell a teacher.
shorter and pull the skin of his temple
I was so scared that I thought if
back, mirroring the almond shape of my someone told on the boys that someeyes, before spewing out, “Ching chong thing bad would happen to me, but
ling long ting tong.”
nothing bad happened.
His partner in crime would call me
My bullies avoided me for a while
albino, tell me that my pasty, white skin but it wasn’t soon before long until they
needed a tan, and proceed to look away started harassing me again.
and shield himself from being “blinded”
Something inside of me changed.
by my pale skin.
After I realized that others were trying
Students passing by would look to help me, I tried harder to help myself.
at the boys, look over at me, and then
I started ignoring my bullies. Even
continue walking.
though their comments still hurt, I
No one stopped or said a word.
wasn’t going to let them ruin my day.
The boys laughed and sauntered
After the bullies realized I wasn’t reaway, which left me in a shocked and sponding with my usual silence, but rollconfused state.
ing my eyes at them instead, they didn’t
Unfortunately, bullying was almost harass me as much.
a daily routine for me.
I realized that I was lucky that
You might be wondering what in the I was only verbally abused and not
world I look like.
physically abused.
I have the palest skin you’ll probably
I watched a documentary called “Bulever see accompanied by naturally dark, ly” that pulled at my heartstrings from
ash blonde hair and eyes that are blue the first seconds of the film.
with yellow flecks in them (I’ve been told
The documentary shows true
they’re called sunflower eyes).
stories of students being bullied in
Although I may look like just another schools today. The reality is, children
white girl physically, my facial features are still suffering from bullying all
tell a different story.
over the world.
My face is round, my eyes are
It can be as subtle as teasing that leads
almond-shaped and my nose is wide to tears, to as serious as violence that
and flat.
leads to death.
So yes, I certainly stand out in a crowd.
As someone who has suffered from
I dreaded going to school. All I bullying, I understand the hurt and anwanted was to be a “normal” 11-year- ger that boils deep down inside.
old girl. I wanted to fit in with everyEver since I found the strength to
one else.
be the bigger person, I have become a
I was ashamed of how I looked. strong supporter of anti-bullying.
Why was I always treated like an ugly
Call me cheesy, but I’m a lover, not
duckling when everyone else was like a a fighter.
beautiful swan?
I want this bullying war to end once
Yes, I could’ve gotten a spray tan and for all.
(because I can’t naturally tan). Yes, I
If we learn to accept our differences
could’ve dyed my hair or wore colored then maybe one day we can live in a
contacts, but I didn’t.
peaceful place.
I wanted answers, but I didn’t know
Wouldn’t you want your kids to walk
how to get them.
through the hallways of their middle
I was too shy to speak up and de- school feeling safe and confident instead
fend myself so for the longest time of scared and lonely?
I didn’t say anything. I was bullied
Stephanie Wong is a Spartan Daily
into silence.
staff writer.
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Technology sucks the life out of life
Technology has taknetworks portray if we
en over the world and
do not speak to or know
ruined the way we
them personally?
think and communiIf you were to ask
cate with each other
one of your friends
on a number of levels,
or an acquaintance if
and has hurt our relathey knew who I was
tionships with family,
they’d probably say,
friends and signifi“Oh yeah, Sydney, I
cant others.
follow her on Twitter”
Sydney Reed’s
Children as young
— but does that make
column appears
as 2 years old are playthem know me on a
every other Tuesday
ing games on iPads or
personal level? Not rewatching movies to
ally. They may know
keep them occupied when they some of my random thoughts and
should be out having play dates how I look but that’s about it.
and enjoying time with their
Family time is no longer
parents. Smartphones are being family time. Everyone has a
handed out to 7-year-olds for cellphone or a laptop out and
birthdays and Christmases.
does their own thing in each
The Internet has become the other’s presence.
new place to shop, sell items, meet
Just this past Christmas my
your next boyfriend or girlfriend, family got together and there
and find new friends while recon- wasn’t one piece of technology
necting with old ones. Everything that was ignored. My little sister
a person needs or wants is right in would sneak away to talk on her
front of them at all times.
phone for hours, my godsister was
There was a time when social consumed with her laptop and
networks and cellphones didn’t smartphone and filtered Instaconsume our lives, but now it’s gram photos seemed to be the only
a drug, and we’re pretty much reason for capturing memories.
all addicted.
In Beyoncé’s documentary
“Life Is But A Dream” on HBO
she said, “I think people are so
brainwashed. You get up in the
morning, you click on the computer and you see all these pictures and all you think of is the
picture and the image that you
see all day, every day. You don’t
see the human form.”
Her quote has truth written
all over it. With the creation of
smartphones also came the creation of applications such as Piniterest, Instagram, We Heart It
and of course we can’t forget our
favorite social sites: Facebook,
Twitter and Tumblr.
As soon as we awake in the
morning a lot of us go straight to
Before all of this technology
our phones or laptops, which are came along we’d watch movies toalready right next to our heads, gether, or sit around and tell stoto go on these apps and sites. They ries and play board games.
haven’t brushed their teeth or
I doubt families even sit tocombed their hair.
gether at a kitchen table anymore
Sometimes we have no words or to have a family dinner and if
pictures to post, so instead we lurk they do at least one person is on
people’s pages trying to find out the phone. Perhaps the whole
what’s going on in their lives. We family is in the living room eating
begin to form opinions based on and watching “Catfish.”
what we see, but how do we know a
Friendships aren’t physical
person is living the life their social anymore because of technology.

There was a
time when
social networks
and cellphones
didn’t consume
our lives, but
now it’s a drug,
and we’re
pretty much all
addicted.

More time is spent sending group
messages than actually spending
time together.
The hours spent texting could
be time spent catching up over
a drink and lunch. You’d think
friends that live no more than 30
minutes apart live a million miles
away because they resort to seeing each other on Instagram or
through Skype instead of taking a
quick car ride.
Before technology came along
my friends and I would discuss
when and where we were going
to meet up. We didn’t spend the
entire day checking-in through
text. Most of us lived next to each
other so we’d walk to each other’s
houses and hang out until it was
time to go home.
Technology can also ruin a
friendship because of a lack of communication. He-says-she-says subtweets start flying around Twitter
and build up to a confrontation.
People get egged on, and instead
of handling a situation in a mature manner they result to blasting each others’ personal business
on the Internet for millions to see
when they could have made a simple phone call.
Relationships today aren’t the
same either. People don’t write
love letters or show up at your
door with flowers and candy. Today’s relationships involve sending each other pictures and texting all night.
A few years ago it was OK to
fall asleep on the phone together.
It showed how much a person really liked talking to you, hearing
your voice and laugh. When you
went out on dates it was nice to get
a call from the other person saying they’re on the way and then
hear a knock at the door.
Now it’s just an “I’m outside”
text message. During the date
the two of you are no longer
having conversations with each
other but with the people in your
phone. It makes me happy when
I actually see couples on a date
enjoying each others’ company
instead of looking bored with
one another.
Technology has taken the excitement out of life.
Sydney Reed is a Spartan Daily
staff writer. Follow her on Twitter
@SyydNee_Daily.
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Moreno: Balance is key
CSU: Competition
helps students practice
research presenations
FROM PAGE 1
He said he was excited to be moving on
past the local competition held at SJSU after being selected to move on to the statewide competition.
“It should be a good opportunity to
move forward with talking about the research,” Schwartz said. “It’s one thing
to do it, it’s another thing to tell people
about it and get it recognized.”
He said the research experience of presenting information to others was motivation for entering the competition.
“The first few times when I did like a
poster or something, it felt really awkward and it was difficult to express how
interested I am, what’s going on, or say it
concisely and nicely,” he said. “With more
experience it’s easier to talk about it.”
Schwartz said the criticism from the
judges at the local competition was beneficial, telling him to present his information in a way that the listeners will understand it.
“What they were saying was certainly
very helpful not only to bring into this
competition, but for any sort of research
presentation,” he said. “It’s good to make
it so everybody can understand, not just
the people who are going to know what it
is.”
Anthony Bortolazzo, a junior molecular biology major, presented his research
on cryptic splice sites in human genes.
He said his adviser told him about the
research competition, and encouraged
him to enroll.
“He brought it to my attention, but
also encouraged me it would be a good
idea to enroll for the sake of practicing
presentations, as well as presenting your
research to other people,” Bortolazzo said.
“And then also just on a professional level,
something that can go on a resume or a
grad school application in the future.”

He said the judges from the local competition have been helpful throughout the
process so far after being selected to move
on to the statewide competition.
“They had some advice on what to cut
out of my presentation to make it more
concise, but just as informational,” he
said. “They’ve been really helpful and I’m
sure they’ll continue to be.”
Cowan said those moving on will be
competing in the 27th annual CSU competition, which moves to a new campus
each year.
Bruck said the research competition is
an important event, and is very beneficial
for students.
“Those that participate really gain a lot
of experience that is invaluable,” he said.
“They show tremendous courage in coming before a group of professors and delivering what is probably their first formal
talk, and it’s very scary and it’s difficult,
and they really do a magnificent job overall.”
Bruck said the experience can’t be replicated, and the students were some of
SJSU’s finest.
“They are not just receptacles of knowledge, they are creators of knowledge, and
that’s what we consider research to be,” he
said. “It’s not sitting in a classroom and
listening and just regurgitating what you
heard, it is applying that knowledge and
going further to a point of discovery and
inquiry.”
Bruck said the mentors and faculty
were also important.
“The professors who take these students under their wings and involve them
in our research, we want to recognize
them for doing that,” Bruck said. “We
think that is so crucial to furthering the
education of our students.”
Tommy McCormick is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

Work: Raises will help with
student debt and employment

Trevor Leichner and Robert Guerrero cook food in the Student Union on campus Monday. Both will be
benefit from the minimum wage increase. Zach Toberman / Spartan Daily

FROM PAGE 1
tice (CAFE J), researched,
formed coalitions and
reached out to various nonprofit organizations and
local leaders for support to
get Measure D on the 2012
ballot.
Mitchell Colbert, a
member of Working Partnerships, a nonprofit group
in conjunction with CAFE
J, said he and other volunteers helped get the word
out to young voters and encouraged them to register
to vote.
“It’s a great cause to
bring young voters in,” Colbert said.
Colbert, a 2011 SJSU political science graduate, said
even though he wished the
measure would have been
passed earlier while he was
still a student, he was glad
to see it approved.

According to Colbert,
the wage raise could be a
“huge economic stimulus
for the people who make the
least.”
Victoria Bourdon, a volunteer who helped spread
awareness for Measure D,
said expecting people to
survive on minimum wage
while still having a good
quality of life is unrealistic.
Bourdon, who was raised
by a single mother said, “My
mom thankfully had an education and was able to land
jobs that weren’t minimum
wage, but it was still really
hard to scrape by.”
Measure D was officially
passed by a 59 percent majority of voters on Nov. 6, 2012.
Mayor Chuck Reed,
along with organizations
such as the Silicon Valley
Taxpayers Association, opposed the measure.

According to the association, Measure D hurts small
businesses and will cause
job loss and reduced hours
for employees.
Also according to the
association, they recommended citizens to vote
“no” on Measure D because
it would cause prices all
over San Jose to rise including groceries, restaurant
bills and gas prices.
In spite of these challenges, McCabe said that
a wage increase will help
students who are in debt or
struggling to find work.
“It’s the right thing to
do,” she said.
McCabe said she is proud
of what SJSU students were
able to create.
“It gives people hope
that we can make change.”
Amanda Hochmuth is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

Photo courtesy of Ralph W. Schardt

Youth engagement is worth her time
FROM PAGE 1
Moreno said while at San Jose State, she
worked on a program for the transportation
solutions group of the environmental resource center.
The program, called Back to School Day, is
a monthly event that rewards students with
food for using alternative means of transportation, Moreno said.
She also said she worked as an intern for
the National Wildlife Refuge System of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
After graduating, she said she struggled to
find full-time work before she decided to take
two part-time jobs.
“I work as a garden educator for Full Circle
Farm,” Moreno said. “I work with sixth graders from Peterson Middle School and it’s really
fun.”
According to Moreno, the farm is an 11acre piece of land behind Peterson Middle
School that has been converted from an old
soccer field to a community urban farm that
includes a student garden.
“It allows them (the children) to really experience what it’s like to be a farmer,” Moreno
said.

Moreno said she also works as an energy
consultant for WattzOn, an energy startup in
Mountain View that allows people to calculate
the impact of their personal energy usage on
the environment.
“It’s been really awesome helping residents
learn how to save on their energy bills,” Moreno said. “I’ve been really fortunate to find job
opportunities with companies that I share the
same goals with.”
While balancing two part-time jobs, Moreno said she still finds time to volunteer as a
teacher for the Guadalupe River Park Conservancy on weekends.
Batchelor said he thinks the award is a
great thing because Moreno deserves it.
“She is a pretty humble person, she
wasn’t looking for that kind of prestige,”
Batchelor said.
Moreno said her goal for the future is to
build up experience and secure a stable fulltime position.
“I have thought about pursuing a master’s degree but as I take on different experiences, my goals are always evolving,”
Moreno said.
Brian Delohery is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

